AMERICANS   ALL
He said, " I will try to stop him, but if he wants to
badly enough he will do it anyway. My father tried to
make me a forester."1
A reunion of Poles adjacent to New York, across the
other river, in New Jersey, was held for me another
morning, on Springfield Avenue, in Newark, by
Thomas Wyglendowski, whose ancestors had been
cabinet-makers in Poland. He came to America with
some family savings, and now owns one of the biggest
furniture stores in the metropolitan area. He goes back
to Poland often, is interested in art, and the walls of the
store were hung with oil paintings (reminding me of
Russian murals) of Polish farmers, mountaineers, and
1 Individual Polish Americans whom Americans have almost
forgotten to think of as Poles are scattered all over the map. Ralph
Modjeski, son of the great dead actress, who spelled her name with
an " a," has built bridges across the St Lawrence at Montreal, the
Hudson in New York, the Golden Gate in San Francisco, and is
one of the most famous bridge engineers of the Western Hemi-
sphere; Professor Felix Pawlowski led the world in aeronautical
education at the University of Michigan; Helena Rubinstein is one
of the world's outstanding beauty experts; W. T. Benda, born in
Poland, but who considers himself to be thoroughly American, is
called by the Encyclopaedia Britannica, always sparing of praise
towards Americans, the world's greatest maker of masks and its
greatest authority on masks. Out in Hollywood Paul Muni is a
Pole, and Richard Boleslawski, who died in 1937 after completing
The Garden of Allah and working on The Last of Mrs Cheyney.
Other famous Poles out there are Pola Negri, Gilda Gray, and
Adam Didur, who was a famous Metropolitan basso before he went
in for the movies. Columbia University alone has sixty-eight
Polish professors, and others have nearly as many. The dean
of the law school at Marquette University, in Milwaukee, is Dr
F. S. Swietlik, and Dr M. S. Szymczak, who went to Washington
as a member of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, was once Professor of Economics at De Pauw. In the field
of sport the Poles have taken to football and baseball like ducks to
water. One year nearly the whole Notre Dame team was composed
of Poles, but continued to be known as " the fighting Irish." In

